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NEWSBOYS DINED.

Treated to a Big Banquet
by "The Evening

World."

Mme. Albani Sang While (lis

Youngsters Feasted.

Tho Painous Soprano Moved to

Tears by the Applause,

There Was a Parado First to

Sharpen Appetites.

Then the Small Army Annihilated
IliinilrceU of Turkeys nml

Jllnco I'lcs.

Olj, what a hustling, hungry, d

crowd or guests Tin; F.vemmi Would enter-
tained nt Christmas illiincr lit the Everett
Hotel y I

Six hundred newsboys, every hoy with tho
appetite of (loo, and tho (ion all vying nltu
each other In feats of gustation.

IN TUG HANQUI'r HAM,.
Hvraa n.M when this uproariously Joy-- 1

cms (loo charged Into liarclay street and
boro down upon tho entrance to tho I'.verett
Hotel. Thoy caino with drums
and horns with banners flying
and prepared to do or die.

' Manager (Jcorgo V. Wciiburne, or tho
Everett, who has successfully ordered tho
hou so for seven years, was Hilly prepared to
Burrcndcr. lie did so with a good grace, and
the nowsboy guests riled In to tho music or
tho Kveninu Would March, composed ror tho
occasion by Director II. A. Hall, and played
by the Old Ouard Hand, twenty pieces, led by
Albert Caldwell. Tho band was In full uni-

form, nfter tto stjle or tho Old Grenadier
Band, of London.

They woro scarlet coats embroidered in
gold, blue trousers and blue caps.

Tho boys hied into tho great dining room
with Its tcssollateelmarblo floor and Its

arrangement of fifty small tables.
, Of course, tho tioo could not all be accom

modated at once, and whllo 107 of them
dined, the rest worked up n little more ap-

petite by blowing the tlu horns provided for
the celebration.

LAI'.flFSSI TO DIB DISKIIS.

On tho lino of inarch of tho parado preced-
ing tbo dinner d people on tho
Bidowalk had thrown dimes and quarters to

f tho inarching nowiboys, and a packago waa
handed to ono of them In Craud stieet.

It boro tho words:
" Compliments of Thomas J. ltyau."
It was n caso of ilro crackers, awl now tho

boys In tho btieet varied tho monotony of
horn blowing by( lotting on tho crackers.

I Those who entered lort their hoi us at tho
f door, nnd, snatching their hat3 orr, then ran
I through tho dining hall to their appelated
I scats.
k the rmsT ucest at table.

" John Dciijnmlu lluehler," au eleven-year-ol- d

uen sboy, n ho has bold papers moro than
half hl3 lire, was the first to enter, and he ran
llko a deer to a seat at one of tho small tables
In tho extreme cud of tho hall.

. Bennlo was followed by Charley claim, vv ho
Is known ns "Jluunlo tho 1,0011 ;" William
JJnrlght, otherwise "Putchle-r- " Joo Hull,
otherwise "Swipes;" Manko Guggenheim, a
Weak, little crlpplo ; William Connor, Edward
Jllddlcton, known ns" Shorty ;" "Paddy tho
Whistler," who wus chrUtened Jeremiah
JlcGulrr, and Uvesi In Wind Man's alley,
Cherry street j James casslay, another

' little chnp of ten years; Jamei Walker,
who rolli up tho whites of his eyes
und answers to " Coon ;" I'roddlo l'elor, other-
wise "Pen nuts;" Charles ICbule, known as
"liuckcy;' l:dard"Cats" Foley, aged liluo
John "Cabbago" Savage, ago tnelve, and a
host of others with equally curhonlouij and
appropriate ulckuames.

THE CUAHOE OF THE E1X I1UNDIIKD.

Thcso boys swooped down upon tho feast
that had been prepared for them.

" Swooped " Is tho only word that describes
It, and It was a caution tho way thoy as.
gaulted tho turkey, rich and tender, wblto
meat and bronn meat and crisped outside;
delicious dressing ai.d iiunhcd whliu potatoes
v. lth rich brown gravy; cranberry sauce and

cilsp celery, bread and butter, blown and
white, and luxurious coiTec and cream.

MMII. AI.IHNI COME- - OS HIE 1TKSP.
Presently there was n stir at tho Vcsey

street door, tho policeman made a pathway
through tho crowd or spectators there.
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Then cftmu n gentleman, leading by the
hand a lady. A beautliul wom.in, her race
radiating gentle, winning smiles on the Utile
rascals at either slele as sho was conducted
over tho marble llcor.

Tho lady was Mme. Albani, tho wondrous
singer, who, nfter captivating all tho world
ol critics and compelling homago trom tho
monnrchs of the Old World, comes to the New
World and down to The Hvenimi Woiild's
dinner to win the hearts or the novvsbnys.

Mme. Alhanl was accompanied to tho din-
ing hall by Mr. Ernest (lye, her husband, and
Mrs. Joseph l'ulll7cr.
The songst lev was simply attired In a beaded

gown of black satin sprayed with white Mow-

ers.

As bho advanced to tho centra of tho ban-
quet hail, Hlj. Vlancsl, tho director of the
Italian opera company, her accompanist,
struck a chord on the baby grand piano that
had been sent for tho occasion by stclnwayjA;
Sons.

I'.very knife and fork was instantly silent.
Every newsboy's big eyes wero turned
towards tho woman of beauteous face. There
was a sllcnco llko that beloro tho benedic-
tion.

A BENEDICTION IN FONO.

Mmj. Albiul delivered a benediction In
bweet music. Sha sang tho "Jewel song,"
from "Faust," and sang It with tho same gen-

tle sweetness that would have characterized
her execution had her auditors been the most
Important nabobs of the world Instead of a
gathering of freckled newsboys.
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Tho applause that folluwe-- tho last rlcn
noto of tlio girted songstress was tremendous,
but It was nil dono with the chapped hands
of the newsboys.

Not a fjot tapped tho tloor. There wasn't
a shriek, nor any other Indecorous thing. It
was such a recognition of tho gcnlu or the
fair singer as might have come Irom n Metro-
politan Opcra-llous- o nudleuee, only It was
far more sincere and was not tho expression
or the lntluenco or that wonderlul dictator ot
public opinion, tho critic.

M.ME. AUJANI UOVFIl TO TE U B.

Now happcred a mnnellouj thing.
Mme. Albatil sang to "ueen Victoria and

sang to s 'eetlj, sisytnpnthctlc.illy that sha
made 1110 good Iirltlsh ('uceii cry.

y tho i.cwsboys madn Mmo Albani
cry.

There was unmistakably a tiny drop of dew
In each of the kindly ejes that beamed from
tbo womanly faco now turned towards tbo
harum-scaru- youngsters, her audience.

"It Is beautiful I" tho murmured, as tho
boys clapped their hands In an ecstasy of
delight.

"Ilovolho boya, for I have one at home,
.Hero I have Dix hundred. 1 love them all.
They aro blossed little men. Merry gentle-

men I"
Mine. Albani next sang "Home, Sweet

Home," When oho UnlsUed, tl) great burst

or applause was thrilling. Such applause no
singer ever had before.

The neui-uoj- went wild wllh entlutsla-m- .

Ihey began boon enough to rlap thefr
bands, but Ihelrentliusl.viu get the better ot
them, and they cheticd and cheered again'
till the building tiembled.

I ho cheering continued live minutes, nnd
thcro was hardly a dry i'je among he spec-tator-

while the tears rolled down Ihn
weather-beate- n thoi cks or many or the new

Then the so igstress sing a llaiwrolu
tong thai was equally applauded.

When Mme. Alhanl began t.i r.lng "Home
Sweet Home," n llltlo I. How slttln, nt tho
table dlrectb In trout or the piano laid down
the forkand knife lie had Just taken up, ami
listened with rrpt attention. When t,ho
tlnished his dltiner was still untoudrd. lie
could 11 it eat. The songstress, whllo ihonp-plnm- o

was 11 111 ringing, went hut to iiliu and
put her hand upon his face. Tho lady
with her was inmcil to tears. She
stopped across tho nlslu and forced
Into tho boj'slmnd the gieat bunch ot

Moletsshe bad at her be'lt. The boy
seemed overwhelmed with happiness.
Ills eyes gllilened wltlijiy. A gentleman
seeing he h.id loU his ihrlstmas dinner, tried
toglrehlm'omcsllv.r.

No," said the llltlo rcllow, "U'b too much.
I hae had enough."

Tlietllver was (hi list Into his pocket, nnd
the lit tits fellow with Ills biownface with lis
glistening eyes, his Molcts pressed to his
breast, disappeared In tho crowd.

After tho last song, Mine. Albani was
escorted back toher waiting carriage by Mr.
(Jje and Mrs. Pulitzer nnd returned to her
hotel, from which she bad ventured out ot
pure, womanly lovo for tho little gamins or
the busy metropolis or the Western World.

'1 lie e:;pi csslons or the newsboj s wt.ro char-
acter lstlc:

" Why, imt that lady Just mado my eyes
water when sho sang that 'Homo, Sweit
llomf,'" exclaimed shinny Davis, rolling his
eyes ecstatically.

" Hull, talk about blnglng there ain't any-
body In New York can hold a marker to her,"
bententluusly remarked snapper Swarlz, as
ho passed out ol thu dining hall.

" 1 could Just set and hear her ting forever,"
said the dreary, pale-face- d und irajllo John
benjamin lluehler. "Hlio Juit makes mo
feel lonesome and happy nil nt once, and kind
o' as lr I wanted to put my raco on mamma's
lap and cry."

Who can express a true appreciation or the
envrts of the sweet songstress In better
words than thi'so:

TUB OLD IIUAIID HAND'S PFLECTIOXH.
Ilerore the songs or Mme. Albani the Old

Ouard Hand plajcd operatic selection'", pop-

ular airs and patriotic tunes.
Tho sclcctious.lncluded tho following:

I. March -'- Kvfmixii Wum.li" Hull
'i. O'fTtnn.' "'t.-irlli- llotuw
II. Ilelfptlon "Ainerl'-a- Air" MiitAutH
4. VtlilcipiHii Ca,itU.. "risntiitiniiChimra"..iUII.. Vta.tz '.VMi:iMurtihf,H llomf llrsham
6. Mn.lU' "I'uiituar AlrV' ltpckcr
7. Galoi "llirnrari'" (uoicrl I'alirbsch

Kvery one ot tho 1100 invited guesU ate nil
his little btomnch would hold, for thero was
110 stint to tha faro provided.

EEIIVEIl IIV I IFTV WAITEI'.S.
Seated at tho fifty small tables tho boys

were sen od by fifty d

wallers, mm with as much caro and
circumstance as though they were million-
aires and a handsome tip was sure to follow.

The boys were (pilot, decorous and gentle-
manly. They sat on their hats for tho most
part, and thoy conducted themselves In a
manner that did them great credit.

4!iH!Li!i

HAHt'lltN't IS nv SQllADS.

It was tlio most successful dinner ever
given In' Now York. Somo of tho smaller
boys, being unablo to eat nil that was set be-

fore them, carried their mince pies away to
th.'Ir homes.

Tho Liuls Assemble.
" We are tho I'eiplo !"
It was a lusty thout from tho trained

throats of the 1100 newsboys who wera tho
guests or The Kvenino Would at a splendid
Christmas dinner

'Ihe six bundled bhoute'd llko ono boy, nnd
each boy shouted llko sit hundred, us they
formed In lino at tho Pulitzer luilldlng, at j

10 o'clock this morning for the rarado before
tho dinner.

Never was a like parado seen In New, YorkI
Six hundred lads, eciy one an hoi.est,

earnest, g vender of tho dally
New Yoik iiewsi apeis. Tho mutations wero
not eonllned to The J'v.Mxn Would news,
boys, but were extended to all nowsboys, big
and little, In tho treat metropolis.

'I hero was the freekltd, y

lad or ten and tho stcad'-heade- rather deli-

cate " mother's boy " by his side.
I.lttlo bits of fellows of six yearn, forced by

poverty to put thdr little bodies In the
'

breach between their stlil c mailer brothers
aud sisters and starvation, with perhaps al
wan nnd weary mother nt homo nursing a
hopelessly sick father.

sturdy big boys of fourteen or fifteen years,
who have achieved couiparatUo prospeilty
In thu business of belling newspapers by un-

tiring, never tailing vi rk, protictlng these i

smaller waifs 011 the sea of humanity.
There were beys In sliet, elenii linen nnd

carefully brmdied clothing, and boys w ho w 010
niMIt coals, caps with tucks inued In them,
and trousers that were once their father's,
and somo that could not better tho tatters
that thoy wear eu'ry day In tho jcar and
that they have to sleep In, too.

ALL THE BOVM WEKK HAITY.
Hut every one of tho HOP, big or little,

strong or weak, tidy or In tatters, was happy,
and while they wulted for tho order to march
they gave vent to tho nbovo vocal expressions
or their happiness.

" We arc t lie People I"
"Who's all light t Why, The Kvrxi.so

Wom.u Is all rlghtl"

(C'emf'tuea 01 1'uurth i'uje.)
I Hrcvrnl from .Halt mid limp duly.
I Uop(l.Uwf.Ca.'iMantUnUMr. 2.VE. USUI,
I

joy'for the poor

Poverty's Children late Happy

lr?
" Evening Mi"

Readers.

Seven Christmas Trees Bear a

Bountiful Crop of Prescnis.

How tho Gifts Woro Mado, and
How Eecoived,

Scenes and Incidents Noted at
the Places of Distribution.

Contributors to tho Kami Mny Hero
Knjoy Thalr ISownnl.

'" C!illtlrn ahntit al C'lirhteis time:
llollfl line out a jnfuus rliimp,

' Mtfrry Ctlrhttnant" Oupntiit all
So tlie ilarmlnx cUllitrcn

That Is, when thoy have time. lint on this
particular Christmas morning more than
r.o.oou chlldicn of tills metropolis and its
mist immediate i.cUhlmr.s were too busily
oeeupl"d in another way than extending
"Merry Christina!)" greetings.

Not that they didn't appreciate the; day.
My, but they did that I And thej had good
reason. They were the army ef little unco
lor whom Tin: Kveninu Woiiid as the

of n great bfdy of gereiotis
friends or children, h..d :roM(!ed a splendid
airay or toys and caudles and nppiesand all
sorts or things that would htvo purposes of
entertali.nirnt, or of dellvht to the palate, or
of practical every-da- y use. In other wouls,
theso were tlie beneilcl.irles of The I'.ven-in- o

Woi.ld's third aunual chilstmar-'lrc- o

Fund.
Without tbo l'uml and Us generous

tl.ts.0 chlldicn of the very poor
would have had no Chilstums. However,
since the Fund existed, that Is neither here
nor t hei e, and the main pcli.t lsnstohow
the candy and toys aud all tho rest wero dis-

tributed and received.
The diniculty Is to ileclde where to begin

tho story. It's easy to say one will jump
right Into tho subject nnd go ahead, but when
It's a question et tho goings-o-n at seven
crowded hulls', or iireseuts given out to such
an enormous host or youngsters as thoso
figures Indicate above, and of all tho work
and bustle and mcrrj noise tvhlrh are part of
the business,'' ono Is for a miment puzzled
as to u hero he shall Jump.

However, Just for a central point big enough
to airculn basis for further details, Just con-sld-

six tons of candy as a lump. Isn't that
nn aggregate of sweetness large enough to
command your icspcct' Well, that had to
bo parcelled out In pretty bo.es so that each
child wh.icame to each hall where the ill- -,

trlbutlon was going on sh jtild get one.
There la a tatiglMo element In thu big com-

posite affair. Fverybcdy got candy. Hut or
course there had to bo thcr things, lilrls
had to havo dolls und dolls' playthings tiny
sets ot lumlture, cooking langislu miniature
and all that; whllo as tor tho boys, they must
havo trumpets and pop-gn- nnd nulca aud
make-believ- e watches and menageries and
but what's the uso of paitlculatl.lng. Take
tho complete stock of moro than several
ordinary city shops, in the moro common
lines of toys Just tho things tint delight
every child, legaidlcs.s of color or nation
and there you have pretty nearly tho assort-
ment that this grand Christmas-Tre- e Find
purchased, or that good Irluuds sent in direct,
without price.

Why, bless j ou, there wero JO.noo or thoso
trumpets nnd llutes alone. And J.,ooo bright,
whirling tops. Then Hero weie dolls, mini.
berlnglnto thousands, the figures or which
you would hardly believe, though they weio
Just as true ns any story that Oeorgo Wash-
ington over told.

And there! Of course not a word has been
snld yet about glngersnaps bio rels of Yin
and fancy cakes.and popcorn und red apj I s.
Oh, It's such a lisll

Hut the stock didn't s,top with things good
to eat or to play vvllh. There were In each
hall great pile's of children" Jersey, knit
hoods, bcarls, fur capes, muffs,
shoes, rubber boots, haudkei chiefs, baby
bibs, collai.s, Jackets and seores of other
things ihul s.ome llttlo boys and girls weie
sorely 111 t.ccd or.

And where mil how were theso things nil
gotten together ai.dthen all sent out to the
points or distribution.

Well, The Kvenimi Would had a bl' store-hous- e

al 71 Fifth avenue, and II was thero
that the great bulk ot purchased and

goods was first taken, in charge of
this place was (ieorge M. Wood. Ably assist-ln- g

In tho trime'iidous wink of classlijlng
and parcelling out tb" goods wero
Hie members or nn iinseliM- - corps or ladles
and gentlemen, among iheni belni Miss .Mai.
IuerlieSt..luhu, Mrs. Hjj.i1 Keith, Mrs.

McKcevcr, Wlnnlo shannon, l.fllo shan-
non, Allco 1:. Ives, Mrs. shannon, I.oulsu
(ierard, Mlses Natalie und Frnestliie Lam-

bert, Miss Huiiimerslnger, Itojal Keith, (ieo.
M. Weed. Albert II. Tliilss, tho tenor singer;
Henry Levj.the boy pianist; I.lttlo .lohuny
McKrvcr, the baby vlolltiist and skirt ilamer.

As to tho lulls for dlatrlbuilun, It .vmillvo
near any ono or them, ou know that one,
tor you saw tlio brUht-lucu- d Huong which
began to gather there eaily this morning,
every child with an F.vlmmi Would ticket
clutched tightly In hand, a wealth or antici-
pation stli ring each young brain. Hut, us
)ou could only live near ono ol the halls any
way, tho full list Is given for jour especial
benefit.

In New York, thu points of distribution
were tho (Irand Operu-Hotts- at West
Twenty-thir- d street and Eli'luli avenue; the
lleeital Hall r,f tho carceglo Music Hail, al
Ilriudway and 'iriy.s.jrer.tli street; Miner's

n People's 1 heat re, on the Howery,
Nllsson Hall, In Fifteenth street, near Third1
avenue, and the Harlem Theatre, In 1'aet Ono
Hundred aud Th cuty-ait- u street, near Tlii-- j
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CHRISTMAS STOCKING SERIES. M
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avenue. In Jersey city, tho Opera Hall was
thu scene of Interest. In llrooklyn, Kverelt
Hall's open dobrsjn llrldgo street received tho

j thiong or childish applicants.
Now you know something of tho material

scopo of this big enterprise. To realize what
It all meant la tho way of sentiment nnd of
humanity, you must bo nblo to enter Into

I'sympathy with a sort of childhood that Is not
spent In tho midst ef abundance, that has not
always known what it H to bo remembered
on this annual letnl day.

Y'oti must bo able to appreelato not only
what It Is to get pleasant gilts, but what It
Is to reel al last that you ore thought or

j tenderly, that 5 011 are, liisoincludMlntiuway,
received with open arms Into a blessed rrntcr- -
nltv with moro pros erous children of earth.

Tho desires, thu yearnings of children ore
not Ilxed by circumstances or surroundings.

'

In mansion, In tenement, or cast on iho
jsticet, the child carries homewhero In his

bi east the wish to bo cared for, to bo mado
' happy through some one's tender solicitude,

to feel that until he Is big and strong and
able to fight his own battles, there nro others,
bigger and wiser, with his Interests snug at
their hearts.

El' I

IIO'IKWAUD I'.Ol'Ml.
Poverty or neglect, or bulb, uiav force this

childish yearning out or sight. Hut It Is still
th'reiind a word or kindly encouragement
will bring It to tho surface.

II was enoiuraged by Tils: I'vemmi
Woni.n's llrsi Invitation to come aud shaie In
the benefits of those Irees ol this
morning, li ean,o nut lit llttlo letters to thb
editor during nil tho time that the Fund was
being raised. It was In 11 the appeals of tho
Ilesstes, tho Wlliles, the Mamie, th" Fred- -

dies, the Hobs and the rest who made known
what they most wanted at the hands or Kris
Krlnglc.

Aud as Mr as could be, those appeals
havo been ai.stveicd. As far as possible,
yearning hearts havo becu sallslled. Amicus
children havo been mado glad, weary moth- -

crs have had their sense of burdi'ii lightened
for a timet through tho attention paid to their
little ones.

Tho Christmas Trees of lsui havo been a
great, a proud, a splendid success. all
who helped to mak" llnni so The ilicsivn
Would makes ItsU.st holiday iwvv anil ex.
tends Us wishes ror bl. .slugs
nnd many returns or this glo.-- l ms anni-
versary.

U CARNEGIE HALL

Throe Hours Consumod In Distribut-
ing tlio " Evonlnc World " Gifts.
A mellow radiance Hooded the bcautltul

while and gold tinted lleeital Hall In tho
Carnegie Templu or Melpomene--, nt Seventh'
uvenueaiid h street, this liwrii- -
lng, and that sou, cheery light was rcncti'd
In thu races et tf,.'iOO bustling, eagei, little
men and wonien, poverty's childteu, who
crowded Into the hall as guests at one ot Tits
Kvenino World's Christmas Tree festivals.

Lung bciorc the hour tor opcui'g th Uvrs,

10 o'clock, tho aristocracy ot upper Sovcnth
uveuuoiiud their handsomely drowsed, well-re- d

children gaeiel with astonishment at tho
turbulent crowd ol sooty-race- d youngsters,
who massed themselves In a solid phalanx
against tho doors of lleeital Hall, awaiting
tho word that wotilel pi'nnlt them to rush
within and receive the gilts Hint KrlsKrlngle,
ot The F.vemmi Would, had provided tor
them.

At last the hour clanged out Irom a neigh-
boring church tower. Wide open were thrown
the doors, anil then those bilght-eye- d

scrambled into the dainty llltlo
hall.

The harmony of childish voice's was sweeter
than the strains cr Heethovei), mom limiting
than those ol Vcrdl and quite as Impressive
as Wagner's.

In a hollow square ror and by long counters
thu big tree stood, a monument ot treasure to
tho bulging eyes of tho children. It was
trimmed nLd turbelowed with glittering
ornaments and Japanese lanterns.

Filed high above thn lads' and lassies' bends
wero bundles of vveiollcu milts and socks,
neatly-tle- d packngos of toothsome candles,
tiny quantity ot pop guns,
stacks ef gingerbread, and an endless variety
of squeaking toy animals, stuffed santu
Clause's, and the like.
Albeit tho little ones were a trifle Impatient,

tho boys acted like little gentlemen, ami not
one of them Jostled his gentler sister In tlie
struggle to participate In The Kvemmi
WouldV renders' bounty.

livery one or these youngsters, to whom
Christmas Is boolten buultss, got his hands
full, and then they mare'hed to seats reservi it

lor them and sat and munched their apples,
pop corn and candy while an orchestra plaj ed
such soothing strains as " Mary and John,"
"MnggloMurphj's Home," and "The Dark-
ey's Dream."

It took nearly threo hours to distribute all
the present-!- , and not the slightest dlsordir
was noticeable.

This tre'o was In charge or .Mrs. Harriet
llubbarel Aver, nnd It marked tho third
Christinas that this irlend or tie' p. or has
ably assisted The Fvemmi Would.

Sho was nlileel Immensely by Miss It. A.
Murelcck, Miss Harriet Kiallnge, Miss Alice1

Keatlnge, Miss Agnes Itlnii and Miss J'alti

a

D0WH IN THE BOWERY.

HonllBtlo Christmas Performance nt
tho Peoplei'fl Thontro.

The advocate uf realism on tho stage
should have been at harry Miner's People's
'theatre hi tho Howery this morning while
tho ellstrlbutluii of gilts was gulng on trom
th stoek lurmshed through The F.vlmmi
W'out d's l lirlstmus Tue enterprise.

Halt- - and gray the auditorium looked, wbh,
Its rows ol seats covered with long breadths!
er canvas but the stage was most remark-
ably set, and upon It was a perlormantesueh '

n should have touched the heart ot every1
luver or children. j

sup!. T. W. Moore and memlx rs ot his staff
sat up all nlj-h- l to it that s'a,;e. They weie '

still there wn 11 the liMubtitlon wus golii),
em. llicy were good vu.ikeis ai.d It was all
viderly prut ess that went on r.l the People s
so far as the e vias

Hillside It was different. There the a fori1-- 1

said dbclpl" of realism could have found a
mob scene 10 surpass his wildest especlu-lion-

Not a destructive mob, howevi'r. A
big, jostling crowd ot eager children, with
hero nnd thero a mother, who cairledher
balm in anus. A lleturesque and curious
gathering, but not a mischievous one'.

They maele lively work, those children, lura
squad or big police ni'i', nnd one word was
trntloihe i:idil.le street station ror a re-- 1

ot bluecoats. The human tide
vras carctully directed through tho suledoor
of tho thrativ, however, and the boys ami,
Slrls went tu sli'ijlv aiu to acd acrvas thej

stage and then out at tue rear door In Chrys-tl- e

street.
As they went across the stage thoy passed

between two rows of Improvised tables, on
which were piled the candles and other pres-
ents. of apples wero there, too, and
of popcorn. Each child received rrom prompt
hands a share or Christmas stock and went
happily on to inaks room ror the nest.

The llrst thing an applicant got was a box
"ol candy. Then, It a girl might come, a doll,
or something appertaining to doll's play ; It
a boy, he might gi t n popgun or some other
handy toy. And so thu distribution went ou
amid tho greatest of good cheer.

A real Christmas tree stood near the front
of tho stage, but It was a delusion and 11 snore.
The re;al richness vvns 011 those tubles and lu
those barrels.

IIEK HAlTINESS e'OMI'l KTE.

Most of Hie actual stage scenery wastu.'kcd
awayor hauled up out of sight. At tho right
and rear, Lowever, loomed the big prow of
the ship used In "Tho power uf the 1'rcsV
and In atiDthcr corner were the clever Imlta- -'

lions ot the Manhattan Athletic Club's big
also used In that lay.

'Iho tbeatru cat stalked about and viewed
tho proceedings with a mildly complacent
air. Supt. Mooro was here, ibeie and every
where, directing and suggesting and assist-
ing. I like It," said he. " 1 he only thing I

care aUm' la that It's a niatlnec day,"
Assisting lu the distribution wero Mrs.

Moore', wire or the Mrs. Will-

iam Martin, Miss Mack.Mr.uoyal Vclth, Frank
Whiting and numerous members or tho the-
atre staff.

lllg Policeman Donnelly was there', too,
keeping ono end or tho Hue cr children
straight. He perspired and struggled for an
hour In full uniform, aud then following tho
rnmpalgn example of one Mr. Fassott he took
off his coal aud labored In his shirt sleeves.

The distribution began at about S.30 and
lappe'd a llltlo over tho two hours It was
booke-- to run. Suuplle's for fully S,000 chil-
dren were given out.

The difference lu cxpresslou between the
anxious faces that went in at tho Howery
ilexr and those- - that cauio out Into Chrjstlo
strei 1 would have mado a study tor a painter.

I.nst to l' passed along tho lino were the
pop-or- a barrels. It was a backward boy,
lndce'd, who didn't till his cap with tho snow,
flaky edibles and sally forth baro as to his
luad, but well sheltered as to his innermost
consciousness, lu the grand satisfaction
which the occasion brought to him.

AT THE GRAND OPERA-HOU- SE

West-Sld- o Children Ladon With
Christmas Presents.

Tho tenement-hous- e district ot tho west
side never witnessed a morrler Chilstmas
limn was afforded Its poor children by The
Kvinino world's Christmas Tree Fund this
morning.

'ihe au.uie-.e- e witnessed

of the l'rcs3 " nt the Grand Opert-Uou- se list 'jf--t

itijlil had not dispersed before It was treated ,

in a practical Illustration of a nawipaget' jh
pjwtr ot doing good In a chsrltsblsiray. 'S

F.ven then .Manager Ucorge M. Wood and a v.

corps of assistants were bustlr engaged In &
unloading hundreds ot gifts trom big Tans at p
the Twenty-thir- d street entrance, and in )'J,

short order a beautiful evergreen tree had ?j

nrl-.o- In the spacious lobby, and each mo- -
ment saw It budding, blooming, and finally 'jg
groaning with thu fruits ot Tn Etinimo 'Jjr
Wnni.ti'.s fund.

It was n o'clock this morning before tho
tree appeared in Its fuU glory, and the tired :

ladles and gentlemen who bad dressed It 4l.
' retired, only to bo on hand again at 0 o'clock. j

He lore s o'clock there was a scene ot wild ji
commotion at tho nighth avenue entrance ot JM
tho big theatro that Increased every mo- - aj

until tho gates wero opened. "SH
1 here were llttlo children who came with fcm

their bigger brothers and sisters, Uttle fel-- ''j&l
lows who came alone, and others so little 'Mffl

that their mothers had to briog them. y$M

clean llttlo tellows and dirty little fellows ;K
who had mado nn effort to get clean were --s-

there. Somo came comfortably clad, and g
others with shoes that a tramp wouldn't j?
wear, bat all were happy and full of eager ;

'expectation.
When the tig gates flnslty swung open and "A

the tots began to pour tn there was a caorua 'ji
ot chs 1" and " nhs l" that gradually swelled i
Into one mlsbty shout, and Miss Marguerite &
St. John, the popular actress, and her corps jC

or assistants at once had their hands full ol
' !A

business. jjfs

Miss St. John was assisted by Mrs. Augustus '

Whiting, Mr. Joseph McKever, Master John- - ,"Sg

mo McKevi-r- , Mrs. Shaunon, Mrs. Harden- - fc
break, Misses Yviunlo Shannon.'Flossle AUen, f
Mamie Smith, Katie Salllvan, Julia Flood,
Neillu Sullivan, Natalie Lambert, Joseph i
Mtirplir, Mr. E. - Fernandez, Bijou Fernan-- B
dev and Aunt l.ouUa Eldrldge. ffi

Sam singleton, the veteran ticket-take- r,

marshalled his aides, Ben Lusby, Al Kelly. "

WUlla.11 J. Horn, Maitln J. Waters. Francis
Wutrrs, A. C. Wilson, Jack Mculton, WUUanx. ift
Hoover, Thomas Stevens, Hon McAllister and i
T. II. scheedel at the various entrances and HI

exits and the children began to pour In. 1

EElKINa AW AT TUE SrOtts.
True, they were a Ultle eager and restless, fl

but why not? Hight before them stood th ,'nH
tree filled with everything doslrablo to child iyH
hrcd's heart, while long counters on either '

sldo groaned with candua, apples, popcorn, '$
cakes and articles ot clothing. liMM

There was plenty tor aU, and although be-- 'Itfl
tween,o and 11 o'clock fully e.ooo youngsters JH
hid stormed the citadel of St. Nicholas, not ijt
one went away unsatisfied. Kvery child re-- t'mm
celved two or three toys, a package ot candy, vmM
cake, popcorn, apples, and, where It was AB
needed, a substantial, warm article ot cloth. ullug was added to tho other gifts. t'H

All wero loud In their childish praises ot gH
their benefactors, and pedestrlana on thso
streets who pissed the merry Utile oaesgtv i(H

(Cviifdiuvd yn i'vurt fag, H


